
KATE LEYS STORY SURGERY AT LFS: 
GUIDELINES FOR PREP WORK 

 
 
Please prepare and submit the following documents at least one week prior to the Surgery: 
 

1. SYNOPSIS 
A one page synopsis of the project. This should include the whole story, including the ending. This 
will be the focus of the discussion. 

 

2. NOTES 
One paragraph of further notes – if you have any. This should include any further information, of 
whatever kind you feel is important to understand this story, and perhaps the film as a project. If it’s 
funny, you might write it funny (or you might just tell us it’s a comedy). It would be smart to include 
some thoughts about what draws you to the material and why you want to write it. It’s often helpful 
to make a note of some films that yours is like, though this is a wide remit: you might think of films 
with a similar tone, or a similar audience, or a similar style – even if they are very different in content 
or genre. You might have a wish list of cast, or other above-the-line ideas? But none of this is 
essential. You don’t need to include anything technical, financial or marketing-related unless you 
really want to. This is limited to a maximum of one third of a page. 

 
Very important – please don’t be tempted to submit longer documents! There will only be time for ten 
participants to read what we’ve asked for above, and still have time to focus on feedback and discussion. 
 
Optional documents: if you would like Kate – but not the other participants – to see more than this you could 
also submit:  

 
3. LONGER SUMMARY 

A longer summary of the story. This should be to a maximum of 3 pages.   
 

4. SCENES 
A scene or short sequence of scenes. These should be to a maximum of 10 pages. 

 
Kate will use any additional documents to inform her feedback and may also relay key information to the 
group at large. However, since additional material will not be read by the group, please make sure your 
whole story and any other key information is included in your SYNOPSIS and NOTES so that everyone is clear 
about what you're writing. 
 
You may also like to bring to the workshop a note of the key questions you have about the story. 
 
HOW TO SUBMIT 
 
Please send your documents by email to workshops@lfs.org.uk. The deadline is one week prior to the 
course. (We will send a few emails to remind you.)  
 
All documents should be saved separately with your name in the title, plus eg ‘SYNOPSIS’, ‘NOTES’, ‘LONGER 
SUMMARY’ or ‘SCENES’. This is so that we can keep track of them in our computer system. Your name and 
this information, plus the project’s title if it has one, should also be at the top of each document. This is so 
that we can keep track of them when we print them out. 
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